
Orders dated 25tn March, 2022 and 6*' April, 2022 passed by the Hon'ble

Division Bench comprising of the Hon'ble Justice I P Mukerji and the

Hon'ble Justice Moushumi Bhattacharya in WPA (P) No.162 of 2O21 with
WPA No.5378 of 2O2O with WPA No.5530 of 2O2O with WPA No.5872 of
2O2O witll WPA No.5890 of 2O2O with WPA (P) No. 46 of 2022.

REPORT

The orders dated 2Str' March, 2022 and 6tr April, 2022 were

communicated to us by the office of the Registrar General, High Court,

Calcutta, under cover of a letter dated 12t April, 2022 for necessar5r

compliance. Apart from the aforesaid orders, no other document was served

on us

In response to the aforesaid letter we immediately addressed a letter dated

13tr, April, 2022 lo the Learned Registrar General which was received on

13tr, April, 2022, stating that none of the contesting parties had approached

us tili date and no copy of cause papers/complaints in the form of

application/ supplementary affidavit had been made available to us either

by the office of the Registrar General or by any of the contesting parties. It

was pointed out in the said letter that the nalnes of the Advocates-on-

record with their respective contact address/e-mail IDs were not made
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available to us to enable us to convene meeting, as desired by the Honble

Division Bench. We further stated that copies of complaints regarding

arbitrary increase in school fees during Covid-19 pandemic period also were

not made available to us and the names and address/email IDs of the

complainants or concerned schools were also not known to us. It was

pointed out that unless the nature of dispute regarding fee liability or

subsisting interim orders were made known to us by the

contesting parties, we would be unable to even call a meeting of the parties

or enter into any adjudicatory process. The offrce of Learned Registrar

General was requested by us to immediately direct all Advocates-on-record

of contesting parties to forward necessary documents for commencing the

adjudication process arrd if necessary, place the above facts before the

Hon'ble Division Bench, as and when business of the Hon'ble Court might

permit.

After issuance of the letter dated 13ttr April, 2022, there was no response

either from the offrce of Learned Registrar General or from any

complainant. Copies of the said two letters are annexed hereto and marked

A and B respectively.

On 2Ol*,f27st April,2022 one Mr Vineet Ruia met the Joint Special

Ofhcers at the Bar Library Ciub, High Court, Calcutta and addressed a
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letter dated 25tr' April, 2022 seeking information as to how to proceed with

the matter and claimed that the said Mr. vineet Ruia was representing

18700 students of 145 schools.

Immediately upon receipt of the aforesaid letter, we issued an e_mail

dated 25tr, April,2022 to the said Mr. Vineet Ruia (whose e-mail ID had

been provided in the letter) stating that every complaint was unique arrd till

date no document from any complainant had been frled with the Joint

Special Officers. It was further pointed out in the said e-mail addressed to

Mr. Vineet Ruia that e-mail IDs of schools were also not available with the

Joint Special Officers and a request was made to provide e-mail IDs of the

schools against whom complaints have been made or are proposed to be

filed. The said Mr. Vineet Ruia was also requested to arrange for a

stenographer to record the minutes of any meeting which was to be held as

per the directions of the Honble Division Bench.

After receiving the aforesaid e-mai1 the said Mr. Vineet Ruia

addressed a further e-mail also dated 25tr, April, 2022 again enquiring the

steps which were to be taken by the complainants in terms of the order

passed by the Hon'ble Division Bench. It was mentioned in the said letter

that there are 4,00,000 students who have been affected.
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On 26tt April, 2022 the aforesaid e-mail of Mr. Vineet Ruia dated 25tr,

April, 2022 was immediately replied to by the Joint Special Officers and it

was reiterated that no student had filed any complaint till date and unless

a complaint was filed and e-mail IDs of the relevant schools provided, no

meeting could be held or arranged by the Joint Special Officers as per the

directions of the Honble Division Bench. The said Mr. Vineet Ruia was

requested to immediately file necessary complaints/documents to enable

the Joint Special Officers to proceed further with the matter. Copies of the

letters and emails exchanged with Mr Vineet Ruia are annexed hereto and

collectively marked C.

There was no response from arry part5r after 26tr, April, 2022. T}:,e

summer vacation of the Honble High Court at Calcutta was to commence

from 20tn May,2022.

On l8tn May, 2022 the Joint Special Officers received 17 (seventeen)

complaints from 17 students of Durgapur Public School through Dr

Indrajit Kundu, Advocate. The said 17 complaints were in the form of 17

(seventeen) charts and each chart had a few documents annexed to the

charts. Apart from the excess payments allegedly made by the

complainants, as reflected in the charts, there was a document annexed to

I



the charts, wherein it was complained that the school (Durgapur public

School) had allegedly charged excess Session Fee for the year 2O2O-21 and

2O2L-22, in violation of orders passed by this Hon'ble Court.

On 19tn May, 2022, the Joint Special Oflicers immediately addressed

an e-mail to Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate and requested copy of any order

on the basis of which fees have been calculated since the no such order had

been served on the Joint Special Officers. It was further pointed out that

the calculations reflected in the charts needed to be explained and the

relevant orders granting discount during pandemic had to be made

available to the Joint Special Officers. By the said e-mail, Dr Indrajit

Kundu, Advocate-on-record of the 17 complainants/students (Durgapur

Public School) was requested to arrange for a stenographer to record the

minutes of the meetings which were proposed to be held in compliance with

the direction of the Hon'ble Division Bench.

On 20*' May,2022 (being the last working day before closure of High

Court for the summer vacation), Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate filed before

the Joint Special Oflicers 2 1 (twenty-one) complaints of 2 1(twenty-one)

students of Ashok Hall Girls' Higher Secondary School. The complaints

5
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enclosed in a large envelope, as was the case of 17 complaints in respect of

Durgapur Public School. Immediately upon receiving the complaints on 20th

May, 2022 in respect of Ashok Hall Girls' Higher Secondary School, the

Joint Special Officers by an email requested Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate

for the complainants to serve copies of the complaints to Ashok Hall Girls,

Higher Secondary School. Since the e-mail ID of the school was provided in

the 21 complaint charts, the Joint Special Officers also forwarded a copy of

the said e-mail to the said school.

On 20tn May,2022, a similar request was made to Dr Indrajit Kundu,

Advocate to ensure service of the 17 complaints to Durgapur Public School.

A copy of the said e-mail was forwarded to Durgapur Public School at the

e-mail address provided in the 17 complaint sheets.

One of the Joint Special Officers, Mr. Udayan Chakraborty was not in

town during the summer vacation and returned to Kolkata around 27*l

28*r May, 2022. By an e-mail dated 21st May, 2022 addressed by one of the

Joint Special Oflicers (Mr. Tilak Kumar Bose) to Dr Indrajit Kundu,

Advocate, the latter was informed that before commencement of any

were also in the form of 21(twenty-one) charts with a few payment slips

annexed to each complaint. The complaints were in random order and
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meeting to hear the complaints in respect of Ashok Hall Girls, Higher

Secondary School, the said school should be informed. Since one of the

Joint Special Officers was not available, Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate was

informed that tentative date of the meeting would be alter 2Z,t, May, 2022

(after return of the other Joint Special Officer). A copy of the said e-mail

was also forwarded to Ashok Hall Girls,Higher Secondary School.

On 26tt May, 2022 the Joint Special Officers received two separate

mails from Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate in respect of Durgapur public

School and Ashok Hall Girls' Higher Secondary School respectively, stating

that by reason of financial condition of the parents of the students, it was

not possible either to pay remuneration of the Joint Special Officers or to

pay the fee of any stenographer for any meeting

On 27* May, 2022 the Joint Special Officers fixed a meeting to be

held virtually on 30u' May, 2022 at 5.00 P.M. to consider the case of the 17

complainants/ students of Durgapur Public School. By an e-mail dated

27tt May,2022, Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate for the 17 complainants \i/as

requested to provide a link to the Joint Special Offrcers as well as Durgapur

Public School at least 24 hours in advance.

On 28tn May,2022 (Saturday) a link for virtual meeting to be held on
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3Otn May, 2022 at 5.00 P.M. was sent to the Joint Special Officers.

On 30tn May, 2022 the Joint Special Officers received a letter from

the Principal of Durgapur Public School stating that the school was wholly

unawzre of the 17 complaints which had been liled and that copies of the

complaints had been served on the school only on 28tn May, 2022. An

adjournment of the meeting was requested since the Principal had joined

the school only on 3otn May, 2022. Later in the day, another e-mail was

received by the Joint Special Officers from the Principal of Durgapur Public

School appointing one Mr. Sanjay Sharma as an authorized representative

of the school to attend the meeting at 5.00 P.M. on 30*May,2022.

The meeting was held to consider 17 complaints in respect of

Durgapur Public School, in compliance of the order of the Hon'ble Division

Bench, at 5.00 P.M. on 30*, May, 2022. T}re meeting continued from 5.00

P.M. sharp to 6.42 P.M. without any break. The meeting was held virtually.

Since no stenographer had been provided by any of the parties, one of the

Joint Special Officers took handwritten Notes to prepare minutes of the

virtual meeting. The said handwritten Notes was later on typed and printed.

A copy of the minutes of the meeting dated 30*, May, 2022 is arrnexed with

this Report and marked "D".
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On 31"t May, 2022 the Joint Special Officers addressed an e-mail to

the Principa-l of Durgapur Fublic School with reference to the meeting held

on 30tn May,2022 and sought for certain clarification inasmuch as on the

date of the meeting the authorized representative of the school was unable

to give any clarification. By the e-mail dated 3 lst May, 2022 the Joint

Special Offrcers also informed the said school that the clarihcation should

reach the Joint Special Officers by 2.00 P.M. on 3,a June, 2022.

Alternatively, in the event the school was desirous to hold a further meeting

in respect of the 17 complainants, the said school was requested to a-rraxge

for a virtual meeting by 4.00 P.M. on the said date, by providing a virtual

link to all concerned and in particular, Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate for the

17 complainants.

In response to the e-mail dated 31"t May, 2022, clarilications were

given by the Principal of Durgapur Public School by an e-mail dated 3.a

June, 2022. The said clarifrcations have been very helpful and have been

considered while preparing final report in respect of the said school, as

stated hereinbelow.A copy of the said mail dated 3rd June 2022 along wit}r

annexures is annexed hereto and marked E.
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So far as Ashok Harl Grrrs'Hrgher secondary school is concerned,

the Joint Special oflicers issued an e-ma on 30tr: May, 2022 requesting Dr

Indrajit Kundu, Advocate to arrange for a virtual meeting to consider the

complaints of all the said 21 complaints on 2na June, 2022 at 5.00 p.M. and

send an advance link therefor, both to the Joint Special officers as well as

the concerned school.

On l"t June, 2022 at 17.28 hours, the Joint Special Oflicers received

a letter from Mr. Prasun Ghosh, Advocate acting on behalf of Ashok Hall

Girls'Higher secondary school stating that one of the schools had filed a

Special Leave Petition against the order dated 6*, Aprit, 2022 and the

Hon'ble Supreme Court of India by an order dated 20tr, May, 2022 had.

restrained the Joint Special Officers from further acting. The order was

however, was confined to only minority institutions. It was further pointed

out by Mr. Prasun Ghosh, Advocate of Sandersons and Morgans, Advocates

and Solicitors for the School that the said school was in the process of Iiling

appropriate application for clarification of the order passed by the Honble

Division Bench and also an intervention application in the pending matter

before the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India.

Immediately thereafter at 17.54 hours on 1st June, 2022 Dr Indrajit
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Kundu, Advocate acting on behalf of 21 students/comprainants of Ashok

Hall Girls'Higher Secondary school provided an advance link for the virtual

meeting to be held ort 2"a Jts,ne, 2022.

On 2na June, 2022 before commencement of the meeting, the Joint

Special officers addressed an e-mail both to Sandersons and Morgans

acting on behalf of Ashok Hall Girls' Higher secondarjr school as also Dr

Indrajit Kundu, Advocate acting for the complainants to inform the Joint

special officers, whether the said school was a minority institution or not,

to enable the Joint Special Officers to proceed further in the matter. Dr

Indrajit Kundu, Advocate acting on behalf of 21 students of Ashok Hall

Girls' Higher Secondary School immediately replied to the said e-mail on 2na

June, 2022 stating that the said school was not a minorit5z institution.

Accordingly, the meeting was held from 5.00 P.M. on 2a June, 2022.

Various parents appeared at the said virtual meeting along with Dr Indrajit

Kundu, Advocate. The school was represented by Mr Siddhartha Chatterjee,

Advocate. The Joint Special Officers came to learn at the meeting that the

said 21 complaints which were being considered at the meeting were served

on the school only on lst June, 2022. This was confirmed at the meeting by

Dr Indrajit Kundu, Advocate. No stenographer was arranged to record the

minutes of the virtual meeting by any party. As such, one of the Joint
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Special Officers had to take notes in hand and record the gist of the

minutes and later, have the same typed and printed. A copy of the said

minutes of the meeting dated 2na June, 2022 laeld in compliance of the

direction of the Honble Division Bench is annexed with

this Report and marked "F".

On 3ra June, 2022 the Joint Special Oflicers addressed an e-mail to

Mr. Prasun Ghosh, Advocate of Sandersons and Morgans acting on behalf

of Ashok Hall Girls' Higher Secondary School seeking certain clarifications

regarding the documents which were annexed to the said 21 chafis /

complaints and requested tJ:e same to be submitted by Stn June,2022. On

Stn June, 2022 a letter was received from Mr. Prasun Ghosh of Sandersons

and Morgans acting on behalf of Ashok Hall Group of Schools, stating that

the summer vacation of the school was still continuing and the school was

scheduled to reopen on 13th June, 2022 and that the facts and figures

contained in the 2 1 charts were elToneous and without causing thorough

verification with the concerned department including Accounts Department

along with supporting documents, the said school was not in a position to

give effective reply.
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Accordingly, this Report has been prepared both in respect of 17

complaints of Durgapur Publlc School and 21 complainants of Ashok Hall

Girls' Higher Secondary School on the basis of documents submitted before

the Joint Special Officers. There is no other school which has filed any

other documents or even approached the Joint Special Officers. There is

also no other complainants from any school other than 17 complainants/

students of Durgapur Public School and 21 complainants/ students of

Ashok Hall Girls'Higher Secondary Schooi, who have approached the Joint

Special Officers.

Complalnts of seventeen students of Durgapur Public School

During the course of the meeting (detailed minutes annexed hereto as part

hereof), it was admitted by Mr Pradip Das Bairarya, father of one of the

students and acting on behalf of all the complainants that the facts and

figures appearing in the 17 charts are incorrect and the dispute of 17

complaints should now be confined only to t\Mo major issues. The first issue

is E-communication fee alleged charged by the school for the year 2O2O-21

and, 2O2L-22. The E-Communication Fee was a fee charged for online

classes. This wili not only appear from the Notice issued by the school, but

also from the explalation given by the Principal of the school in the e-mail

dated 3ra Jtne, 2022. Rs.70/- per month was the E-Communication Pee
































































































